Resource for Liturgists

Liturgists are invited to choose one prayer from each section.

PRAYERS FOR ILLUMINATION
Invite the congregation into prayer with the words, “Let us pray...”

Holy and gracious God,

may your Holy Spirit give us

a spirit of wisdom and revelation,

so that, with the eyes of our hearts enlightened,

we may know the hope to which Christ has called us,
the riches of his glorious inheritance among us,

and the greatness of his power for those who believe.
Amen.

Eternal God, your Spirit inspired those who wrote the Bible
and enlightens us to hear your Word fresh each day.

Help us to rely always on your promises in Scripture.

In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

Almighty God, by your Holy Spirit,

illumine the sacred page, we pray,

that our minds may be open to receive your Word,
our hearts taught to love it,

and our wills strengthened to obey it;

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

God, source of all light,

by your Word, you give light to the soul.

Pour out on us the spirit of wisdom and understanding,
that our hearts and minds may be opened

to know your truth and your way.

Amen.



(prayer of illumination continued...)

Gracious God, we do not live by bread alone.

Let the heavenly food of the scripture we are about to hear
nourish us today in the ways of eternal life,

through Jesus Christ, the bread of heaven. Amen

God of mercy, you promised never to break your covenant with us.
In the midst of the multitude of words in our daily lives,

speak your eternal Word to us,

that we may respond to your gracious promises

with faithfulness, service and love.

Amen.

Living God, help us so to hear your Word

that we may truly understand;

that, understanding, we may believe;

and believing, we may follow your way in all faithfulness,
seeking your honor and glory in all that we do. Amen.

Draw us close, Holy Spirit,

as the Scriptures are read and the Word is proclaimed.
Let the word of faith be on our lips and in our hearts,
and let all other words slip away.

May there be one voice we hear today —

the voice of truth and grace. Amen.

Holy God, Word made flesh,

let us come to this word open to being surprised.

Silence our agendas; banish our assumptions; cast out our casual detachment.
Confound our expectations; clear the cobwebs from our ears;

penetrate the corners of our hearts with this word.

We know that you can, we pray that you will,

and we wait with great anticipation. Amen.



(prayer of illumination continued...)

Calm us now, O Lord, into a quietness that heals and listens.

Open wounded hearts to the balm of your Word.

Speak to us in clear tones so that we might feel our spirits leap for joy
and skip with hope as your resurrection witnesses. Amen.

Gracious God, as we turn to your Word for us,

may the Spirit of God rest upon us.

Help us to be steadfast in our hearing, in our speaking,
in our believing, and in our living. Amen.

Empty us, Great God, of all that prevents us

from hearing what you want us to hear.

Empty us of our preconceptions,

our preoccupations and our prejudices.

Empty us that we might be filled

with your Spirit and your Word.

Empty us that we might be filled for ministry and mission.
In Christ’s name we pray, Amen.

O Fire Divine, go through my heart.

O Light eternal, illuminate my soul.

May we discover you in our loving,

through the Spirit of Christ who abides in us.
Amen.

Almighty God,

through your only Son you overcame death

and opened to us the light of eternity.

Enlighten our minds and kindle our hearts

with the presence of your Spirit,

that we may hear your words of comfort and challenge
in the reading of the scriptures,

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.



(prayer of illumination continued...)

O God, you know us better than we know ourselves.

As the scriptures are read, we will listen for your voice.

By your Spirit lead us out of our fears

and into the knowledge of your love,

through Jesus Christ, the Great Shepherd of our souls. Amen.

Spirit of the Living God,

free our minds from error,

teach our hearts the living words of Jesus,

and inspire our lips to share the Good News,
in the name of the blessed Holy Trinity. Amen.

O God,

Lover of humanity,

Joy of creation:

Pour out your Spirit on us

that we may hear your ancient words in a new key.
Inspire us to sing your praise

in every land and with every generation,

through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.

God, whom we know

through the scriptures and creation,

speak to us in this hour.

Show us the wisdom and joy of your ways

that we may know what is good and do what is right,
through Jesus Christ your Word. Amen.

Everlasting God,

whose tenacious love holds us:

make our hearts the house of your truth,

and make our minds the realm of your wisdom

so that our fellowship will become your dwelling place,
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.



(prayer of illumination continued...)

Send your Spirit among us, O God,

as we meditate on your love.

Prepare our minds to hear your Word,

move our hearts to embrace what we hear,

and strengthen our will to follow your way.
This we pray through Christ, our Savior. Amen.

INVITATION TO THE OFFERING

God is the giver of all good things,

the one who fashioned each of us with unique gifts

that together make the Body of Christ whole.

In gratitude for all we have received,

we offer our lives back to God — we share our time, our skills, our money
and in so doing, we say “yes” to God’s invitation

to join in Her Kin(g)dom building work here on earth.

God tells us over and over in the Bible not to be afraid. Our gifts this morning are
one way that we trust God even in a world that keeps telling us to be afraid. We let
go of thinking that we are on our own, and live each day in graceful dependence on
God. Let us gather our gifts together and offer them to God in gratitude and praise

Hospitality — a warm welcome — is generosity. When we welcome each child of
God into the life of this church, we extend God’s own generous hospitality. Our

gifts help this graceful ministry to flourish and to grow and to give glory to God.
Let us gather our gifts together and offer them to God in gratitude and praise.



(Invitation to Offering continued.....)

Our ancestors in faith gathered together long ago to remember, to be restored, to be
renewed. They shared their story, prayed together, and made an offering to God as
they prepared to set out on the long journey to freedom in the Promised Land.
Today we gather to remember and to pray together, to be restored and renewed,
and we bring our own offerings so the ministry of this church will continue to
participate in the saving works of God. Let us gather our gifts together and offer
them to God in gratitude and praise.

God is always with us, not just when everything seems clear and times are good,
but also when we struggle with questions and doubt. When we cry out to God, our
prayers are heard. When the world cries out to God, we are part of God’s answer,
offering water in the desert, offering nourishment to a world that is spiritually
hungry. Our gifts this morning are our answer to God’s own goodness. Let us
gather our gifts together and offer them to God in gratitude and praise.

Look around us today, at this gathering. We are a community of people who want
to follow Jesus. We share so much with those early Christians who “struggled in
the work of the gospel” but also found joy in the Lord, joy in the life they shared
together. No matter what we are carrying this morning, or what we face, we are not
alone. At this moment in our worship, we’re invited to share what we have so that
others will find the same welcome, and the same joy that we have known. Let us
gather our gifts together and offer them to God in gratitude and praise.

We are living, breathing messages of God’s love for the world. This is our work of
faith and our labor of love and our steadfastness of hope in Jesus Christ. Like the
earliest Christians, we are here in this place because of the commitment and faith
and generosity of others who shared the good news of the gospel in their time. So
we turn now, in our time, and share our faith and our commitment through
generous giving to support the ministry of this church in Christ’s name. Let us
gather our gifts together and offer them to God in gratitude and praise.



(Invitation to Offering continued.....)

Practicing what we teach: the words and worship here in church are beautiful, but
God cares just as much about what we do in every other hour of the week, and
about what happens here at the Dayton Church throughout the week. We are
partners with God and with one another in this marvelous ministry, and our giving
is one way that we practice what we teach: generosity and joy. Let us gather our
gifts together and offer them to God in gratitude and praise.

There’s a difference between planning and preparation. We can’t plan the future
that God holds, but we can prepare for each day by practices of generosity.
Generosity helps us to forgive and to heal; it helps us to make peace in the world; it
helps to bring justice and mercy to those in need. Our gifts this morning are one
way we prepare for God’s coming into the world in the most unexpected ways. Let
us gather our gifts together and offer them to God in gratitude and praise.

God’s wisdom turns the wisdom of the world upside down. God calls us to
unexpected and extravagant opportunities to grow in our gifts and in our faith.
Holding things close in fear distracts us from the path of discipleship, but trusting
in God and in God’s future leads us to great generosity and joy. Let us gather our
gifts together and offer them to God in gratitude and praise.

PRAYER OF DEDICATION
Invite the congregation into prayer with the words, “Let us pray...”

Bountiful God,

All that we can offer you stems from your generosity.

May the gifts that we return to you

become a blessing for your whole community,

enriching and empowering us for the work to which you call us.
Amen.



(Prayers of Dedication continued....)

God of plenty,

Bless these gifts, and the ones who gave.

May our circle of giving and receiving draw us close
with each one’s gift cherished and each one’s needs met.
Amen.

O God who gathers more, and still more, people to your table —

a table that is not contained by our one church, but extends

across varied worship spaces, across diverse cultures and communities —
bless the gifts that each of us brings today.

May they strengthen bodies and nourish spirits,

and be used for your glory.

Amen.

Generous God, creator, redeemer, sustainer, at your table we present this money,
symbol of the work you have given us to do; use it, use us, in the service of your
world to the glory of your name. Amen.

Blessed are you, Lord, God of all creation; through your goodness we have this
money to offer, the fruit of our labor and of the skills you have given us. Take us
and our possessions to do your work in the world. Blessed be God for ever.

Gracious God, accept these gifts, and with them our lives, to be used in your
service; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

O Lord, giver of life and source of freedom, I know that all I have received is from
your hand. You call us to be stewards of Your abundance, the caretakers of all you
have entrusted to us. Help us to always use Your gifts wisely and teach us to share
them generously. May our faithful stewardship bear witness to the love of Jesus
Christ in our lives. Amen.



(Prayers of Dedication continued....)

God of life, savior of the poor, receive with this money gratitude for your
goodness, penitence for our pride and dedication to your service in Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen.

God of all goodness and grace, receive the gifts we offer; and grant that our whole
life may give you glory and praise; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Lord Jesus, as you fed 5,000 from the gifts of a young boy, we pray that you will
transform our gifts to spiritually feed many spiritually hungry people through the
ministry and mission of this church. Amen.

Heavenly Father, you have given us riches beyond measure. We can only return a
fraction of what we owe you; but we ask, Lord, that you will bless our offerings
and help us to use them wisely in your service and for your glory. Amen

Gracious and holy God,

accept what we offer today:

our checks and cash, our faltering steps,

our brokenness, our leftovers,

our hope, our risking, our lives.

Bless and transform all that we offer

and all that we hold back,

that new life may be ours,

to celebrate and share in Jesus’ name. Amen



(Prayers of Dedication continued....)

We offer our gifts, given from your abundance

that they may be used to proclaim your love

and to bring healing and hope to all who are in need. Amen
God of new life, out of the abundance of our lives

we offer these gifts to you.

Through your blessing and our willingness to share,

may these offerings become a source for hope and love

in this church family, and in the community beyond us,

in the name of Jesus Christ. Amen.

God, it 1s our prayer that this money, symbol of all that we have received as a gift
from you, will be used through our church community and beyond to further your
never-ending project of renewal in our world. Amen.

For the wondrous gift of life, we are thankful, O God. Your generous outpouring of
grace reminds us of the fruitful life we are called to bear. May these gifts of time
and labor, therefore, embody our desire to share and contribute to your coming
reign among us. Amen.

As we offer our treasure and hearts to you, O God, may they be used to pass on the
promise of hope, of peace, of life, of community to all in need of your gifts and
presence in their lives. Amen.

We long for the time

when the meek shall inherit the earth

and all who hunger and thirst after justice

shall be satisfied,

and we believe that, despite the persistence of evil,
now is always the time

when more good can be done

and we can make a difference.

May it be so, through the offering of these gifts
and the offering of our lives. Amen.



(Prayers of Dedication continued....)

As we offer our gifts to you, Holy God, may we remember those who are forgotten
by us too many times — the hungry, the lonely, the homeless, the vulnerable — yet
are important citizens in your kingdom of grace, justice, and hope. In Jesus’ name,
we pray. Amen.

We give in grateful thanksgiving for all that God has given us.
In the upside down world of the gospel,

we measure our wealth not by what we have,

but what we can give away.

Let us give away generously, in this offering,

To bless your church, your people, your creation.

It is out of gratitude that we give these gifts of food and money. They come with
the prayer that all may know abundance of goods and of peace in all places in our
world. So may it be Amen.

We recognize and bless the gifts brought to the table, and those which wing their
way electronically from our banks to the church’s account.

We recognize that the greatest gift is the gift of love.

May our offerings distribute this love to the world:

the small world we inhabit with the suffering people we know;
the larger world where the power of love is sorely needed.
We make our offerings, small and large,

with the hope and confidence

that all we do,

all we offer all we say, all we think,

and all we hope will take root in this world

and be the source of new expressions

of God’s love, of God’s justice,

of God’s character, of God’s mission,

and of God’s reign.

May God’s will be done on earth as it is in heaven
through us, alongside us, despite us,

and for us. Amen.



(Prayers of Dedication continued....)

God, you have given each of us gifts to use as members of the body of Christ. Here
are our gifts — the work of our hands, our hearts, and our lives. We pray that they
may help to bring the Good News of Jesus Christ to our world, today and always,
here and everywhere. Amen.

We give thanks for all we have received, O God: gifts of love and time, money and
abilities. Into these bowls and into this place, we return a portion of these gifts.
Bless those who receive them, just as we are blessed in the act of sharing them.
Amen.

We give our offering hopefully,

hoping that you can use these gifts

hoping that these gifts can further your kingdom
hoping that your kingdom will come.

Your kingdom, your will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven. Amen

We have the means to give,

we have the reason to give,

and there are many waiting for us to give.
Yet often, our hands hold back,

and we hoard what we have for ourselves.
God of grace,

help us live and give in your kingdom of love,
where there are no enemies,

only brothers and sisters,

and kindness is the air we breathe.

In Jesus’s name we pray, Amen.



